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Chapter 00 Rules for receiving instruction from Roppokai-Soushi

§1 General

This section stipulates rules for receiving instruction from the Roppokai-Soushi in both closed and open seminars for a Roppokai-branch (hereinafter referred to as branch) and a Roppokai-club (hereinafter referred to as club). A closed seminar is one in which members of a branch or a club train under the instruction of the Roppokai-Soushi. An open seminar is one in which members of a branch or a club including non-Roppokai members train under direction of the Roppokai-Soushi. Rules for a branch and a club are stipulated separately.

§2 Holding and attending an open seminar and a closed seminar

A person who wishes to hold an open or closed seminar must make a request to the Roppokai Honbu (head office) at least three month earlier than the date of the seminar. The Roppokai Honbu can be contacted via either e-mail at Roppokai-tokyo@msh.biglobe.ne.jp or airmail at 3-17-8-101 Otsuka Bunkyo-ku Tokyo. The person requesting must obtain the approval of the board of Roppokai and Soushi in order to hold an open or closed seminar.

§3 Attending an open seminar

An open seminar may be held by request of a Roppokai member for the purpose of spreading the Roppokai. Only one open seminar is allowed per one geographical area. Non-Roppokai members are only allowed to attend one open seminar. In other words, if a non-Roppokai member attends an open seminar, he or she will not be allowed to attend other open seminars held elsewhere.

§4 Attending a closed seminar

Only branch and club members are eligible for attending closed seminars.

§5 Scheduling of an open seminar

An open seminar shall be one day maximum. Each training session shall be, maximum, one and half-hours. The number of training sessions per day shall be 3 (three) or less.

§6 Scheduling of a closed seminar

A closed seminar shall have 3 (three) training days or less. Each training session shall be, maximum, one and half-hours. The number of training sessions per day shall be 3 (three) or less.

§7 Fees for open and closed seminars

1) Instruction fee: 50,000 yen per day with 10 or less attendants plus 3,000 yen per attendant in excess of 10 attendants. The fee shall be paid by the end of the seminar at the latest. The fee must be paid in yen.

2) The person in charge of arranging the seminar must bear all travel expenses. The boarding passes (tickets) and so on shall be purchased by him/her and transmitted to the Roppokai-Soushi at the latest one month prior to the date of departure from Japan.

3) The person in charge of arranging the seminar is also responsible for bearing all costs for hotels and meals.

§8 Interpreter and assistant

The person who holds an open or closed seminar outside Japan must provide the Soushi with an interpreter. He or she must bear the fees for the interpreter.

The Soushi　shall be accompanied by an assistant instructor for open and closed seminar, if it is necessary. The person who holds the seminar is also responsible for bearing all costs for travels, hotels and meals of the assistant instructor.

Supplementary rules of the Roppokai branches and clubs

§１Registration of a new member

1) Issuance of a membership card: The membership card shall include the following items.

Name of the member, identification number of the member, date of enrollment, name of the branch or club concerned, Country/nationality and seal or signature of the Soushi（may be signed or sealed later）
2) Registration of a new member on the list of the Roppokai Honbu (head office)

The branch or club representative shall send copies of the membership cards to the Roppokai Honbu every month by the 10th day following registrations. (E-mail may be used if all the necessary requirements are satisfied.)  The admission fee must be sent to the Soushi at the Roppokai Honbu. It may be paid at the seminar, if permitted by the Soushi.

§2 Rules of operating branches and clubs

The branch or club representative shall institute rules for operating his or her own branch or club in draft form and obtain an approval of the Roppokai Honbu. Note that rules shall be within the boundaries of and shall not extend the spirit and scope of the Roppokai Rules. The rules for the branch or club shall be explicitly disclosed to the members.
§3 Rules for requesting for an issuance of a Menjou (dan-i (rank) certificate)

For a person eligible for promotion up to 3rd-dan, the branch or club representative shall make a request for issuance of a certificate for him or her one month prior to the desired issue date of the certificate at the latest to the Roppokai Honbu. The certificate will be issued upon approval by the Soushi.

For promotion up to 3rd-dan, it is necessary that he or she meet the promotion criteria shown below. For the Soushi to be able to confirm the number of the attendance days, the branch or club representative must send the Roppokai Honbu a copy of the roll book every 3 months. The numbers of attendance days are counted in monthly units such that 7 training days in the branch or club plus two training sessions in open or closed seminars makes one monthly unit.

Criteria for Promotion (excerpt from the Roppokai rules)

The person desiring promotion shall reside in the Roppokai at least the following duration.

Shokyu: 3 months from enrollment

Chukyu: 4 months from Shokyu

Jokyu: 5 months from Chukyu

Sho-dan: 6 months from Jokyu

2-dan: one year from Sho-dan

3-dan: one and half years from 2-dan.
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